

















THE REFORMER. | 


Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executetli 


judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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PHILADELPHIA, MAY, 1828. 
RELIGIOUS WAR. orders of the Sublime Porte, when the 
[The following extracts from the late Russian, English, and French fleets 
Manifesto of the Turkish Sultan present a suddenly entered the same harbor, and 
gloomy prospect for the peace and tran- all three began to fire at once, and eve- 
quillity of Europe. } ry one knows the catastrophe which re- 


cRpet sulted to the Imperial squadron. 
THE TURKISH MANIFESTO. ‘ The three powers, having openly 
«+ CONSTANTINOPLE, Jan. 12. 


violated subsisting treaties, and declar- 

« Even the least informed are aware, |} ed war, the Sublime Porte had a right 

that all Mussulmen naturally hate the} to retaliate, and to act otherwise than 

Infidels, and that the Infidels on their || it has done towards the Ambassadors, 
side are the enemies of Mussulmen; 


the subjects, and the vessels which were 
that Russia, above all, has a particular 


: in this piace. But the Ministers of 
hatred of Islamism, and that she is the || these three Powers have endeavoured 
chief enemy of the Sublime Porte. For 


to justify them by declaring that it was 
fifty or sixty years, anxious to put into |] the commanders of the Imperial (‘Turk- 
execution her guilty projects against }j ish) fleet who had been the cause of the 
the Mussulman nation and the Ottoman |} battle, the Sublime Porte, considering 
empire, she has constantly profitted by |] the circumstances, remained still silent, 
the slightest pretext to declare war. 


. and, by a last effort of policy invited 
“ About a year ago, the three pow-|/ the three Ambassadors to abandon al- 
ers simultaneously demanded the liber- 


. together the affairs of Greece. Deaf 
ty of Greece, by the means of their am- 


' to the voice of justice, those Infidels 
bassadors, officially and openly, as quite |] did not cease to require that their de- 
a simple concession. ‘The Sublime 


mand respecting the independence of 
Porte could not subscribe to this, nei- |} Greece be admitted such as it had been 
ther according to law nor according to |} made. It may even be said that their 
reason, nor according to policy, nor |} solicitations became more pressing.— 
according to religion. ‘The Mussul-|! [In a word, the hostile intentions of the 
man nation was indignant at it, and it|} Franks against Islamism became evi- 
isquite impossible that it should be con- 


dent. Nevertheless, for the purpose of 
sented to. ‘The Ottoman Government |} gaining time, at least till summer, eve- 
endeavoured to prevail on them to re- 


' ry possible show of moderation was us- 
hounce their prejudices, by every sort 














ed in the conferences and conversations 
ol arguments and answers. but its lan- 


guage produced no effect. Proud of 
their power, they obstinately and rigor- 
ously persisted to press their demands; 
and they finished by sending fleets into 
the Mediterranean; they openly hin- 
dered the Egyptian and Ottoman squad- 
rons, destined for that purpose, from 
attacking the islands. These two squad- 
rous having entered the Port of Nava- 
", werethere tranquilly waiting the 
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which took place some weeks ago. 
“In the course of the conferences 
the Sublime Porte earnestly requested 
the ambassadors to transmit to their 
respective Courts those friendly decla- 
rations and sincere explanaiions, pro- 
mising that the armistice which they 
had demanded would be observed until 
the answer should be received. This 
invitation only served to increase their 
pride and their pretensions.—F'nally, 
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they declared that they would svilewes( 


to nothing so long as the privileges 
which they claimed should not be grant- 
ed to the Greeks. 

‘“‘Thus have affairs come to this 
point. Ifat present (God preserve us 
from it!) afier having witnessed such 
conduct, and being asked such con- 
ditions; we were to give way, and to 
eoncede the independence of the 
Greeks, the contagion would extend to 
all the Greeks, settled in Remia and 
Anatolia, without the possibility of ar- 
resting the evil. They would all pre- 
tend to the same independence; they 
would renounce their duties as Rayahs, 
and, triumphing in a year or two over 
the generous Mussulman nation;—they 
would finish one day, by suddenly im- 
posing laws upon us, (God preserve us 
from it!) and the ruin of our religion, 
and our empire would be the inevitable 
result. Whilst, thanks to God! the 
numerous provinces of Europe and 
Asia are filled with an immense Mus- 
sulman population, does the sacred 
book and does our law permit us, 
through fear of war, to let our religion 
be trodden under foot, and to deliver 
ourselves to the Infidels from hand to 
hand, our country, our wives, our chil- 
dren, our goods, and our property ? 

“ Though, in the ongin, the whole 
world was in the power of the Infidels, 
nevertheless, at the birth of the true 
religion, God, aiding the faithful, our 
Musselman brothers, who have appear- 
ed and disappeared since the happy time 
of our great prophet up to this day, 
through the effect of their sincere de- 
votion and unconquerable courage, 
thought nothing of the number of the 
Infidels. United in heart for the de- 
fence of religion how many thousand 
times have they not put thousands of 
Infidels to the sword ? How many pro- 
vinces and states have they not thus 
conquered sword in hand ? As often as 
we shall be united like them, and that 
we shall affront battles for the glory of 
God, the Most High will enlighten us 
with his inspirations, and our holy Le- 








gislator will cover us with his tutelary 


egis; his absent companions will be. 
come our guides: and who can dou}; 
that, under their auspices, we shoud 
not gam the most brilliant victories. 

“ff the three Powers, when they 
see us determined, as in the past, ), 
reject their vain demands, accept oy, 
answers, and our explanations, and de. 
sist from the Greek affair, it will }. 
well. If, onthe contrary, they should 
persist to force us to accept their de. 
mands, even though, according to the 
tradition, which says, that all the Inf. 
dels compose but one nation, they should 
all league themselves against us, we 
would recommend ourselves to God, 
we would place ourselves under the 
protection of our Holy Prophet, and 
united for the defence of religion and 
the empire, all the Viziers, all the Ule- 
mas, all the Ridgals, and, perhaps, ev. 
en all Mussulmen, would form but one 
single corps. 

« This war is not, likeall former wars, 
a political conflict to acquire provinces 
or to settle frontiers. —The object of 
the Infidels is to annihilate Islamism, 
and to tread under foot the Mussulmar 
nation. It must, therefore, be consid- 
ered purely as a religious and nationa! 
war. Let all the Faithful, rich or poor, 
great or small, know that to fight i 
the duty of us all. Let them not dream 
of a monthly pay, or of any pay what: 
ever; far from it, let us sacrifice our 
property and our persons; let us fulfil 
with zeal all the duties which the hop- 
our of Islamism imposes upon us; lc 
us unite our efforts, and labour with 
heart and soul for the maintenance 0! 
religion until the day of judgment.— 
Musselmen have no other means of ob 
taining salvation either in this world or 
the next. We hope that the Most High 
will vouchsafe to confound and dispers€ 
in every quarter the Infidels, foes 
our religion and our empire, and thet 
in all times, in all places, and in all c*- 
ses, he will grant victory to the Faith 
ful. Our true position being thus know® 
to all Musselmen, there is no doubt tha! 
if they have the least faith and piety 
they will also know their duty; t¢ 
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will unite heart and soul to maintain 
our religion and our empire, as well as 
to insure their own salvation in this 
world and in the next; and that, if the 
occasion requires it, they will discharge 
with zeal and valour the varied func- 
tions of the war, and fulfil exactly the 
duties imposed upon us by our holy 
law. Help comes from God !” 





[From the New York Telescope. ]} 
Primitive and Modern Missionaries 
contrasted. 


No person who compares the primi- 
tive and modern Missionaries, [the 
contrast is so palpably striking,} but 
must say, if the former were the real 
Christian missionary, the latter must 
be anti-christian. In primitive times 
they went at the call of the Lord; in 
modern times they are prepared and 
sent of men; then they went without 
“purse or scrip:’? now they wait for 
months, till they are provided with all 
things, and an outfit for a missionary 
is nearly as expensive as a foreign em- 
bassy: then they went from city. to 
city, and from village to village: when 
persecuted in one, fleeing to another. 
Now they are located in some delight- 
ful spot, with every thing that can make 
life comfortable; then they “ ate and 
drank such things as were given them,” 
many times in hunger and thirst, na- 
ked and buffetted; or provided a subsis- 
tence ‘ working with their own hands.’ 
Now they have all things in abundance, 
and a salary which they can as surely 
depend on, as the governor of the state 
depends on his. That no one may take 
a mere “ say so’’ without proof, we de- 
sire that the Acts of the Apostles may 
be compared with the following arti- 
cles from the ** Missionary Gazetteer,” 
where those who desire, may see a 
book of more than 400 pages filled 
with such like accounts. 

To the mission station of Elliot [in 
the Choctaw nation,}] with a school of 
less than 80 scholars, the United States 
government [church and state] gave 


$2000 for the erection’ of buildings, 


and an annual allowance of $1000, and 
the Choctaw nation allows them $2000 
a year, for 16 years. “In 1822, the 
property, consisting of 70 acres of im- 
proved land, well stocked, and having 
convenient buildings, amounted to 
$15,490." Now here is a fine estab- 
lishment, worth $15,490, with a nett 
income of $3000 a year, besides the 
produce of the farm, and what is al- 
most continually collected and sent to 
the ‘poor distressed missionaries in 
the wilderness!!”’ 

Harmony, a mission station amongst 
the great Osages of the Missouri; the 
tract of land given by the Indians for 
the use of the mission, contains 15000 
acres! very fertile, and well supplied 
with materials for building. Dwelling 
houses, school house, grist mill, and 
saw mill, and other suitable buildings 
have been erected; upwards of ninety 
acres were enclosed, and the farm 
stocked with a hundred head of cattle. 
‘«‘ The school in the latter part of 1823, 
consisted of [only] 18 Osage children, 
who generally make much progress in 
acquiring the English language, and 
domestic agricultural arts, and render 
much service to the family. 

‘The government of the U. S. con- 
tributes to aid this mission,”” [church 
and state again. ] 

Mayhew, a station among the Choc- 
taws, is described by Mr. Goodell, to 
be an earthly paradise. The property 
belonging to this mission, amounts to 
$9035. 

Union, a mission station among the 
Osages of the Arkansas, on the west 
side of the Grand river; the tract of 
land, ceded by the Indian chiefs to the 
mission, embraces a prarie of 4 square 
miles in extent, [poor missionaries !] 
suitable buiidings and mills have been 
erected, and the farm is productive in 
cotton, grain, vegetables, &c. The 
property belonging to this mission in 
1822 was estimated at $24,000, [very 








poor indeed. | 

But to give a clearer idea, how com- 
fortable these gentlemen are situated, 
we will be a little more particular in 
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transcribing the description of the next 
station. 

Brainerd, a mission station in the 
Cherokee nation, [state of Tennessee] 
on the west side of a navigable creek, 
15 miles from its confluence with the 
Tennessee river. The climate is tem- 
perate. ‘In addition to the natural 
advantages of the place, there is at the 
landing, what is called a fish trap, form- 
ed by a partial dam, and is of great 
benefit to the establishment. The fish 
are caught as they pass down the 
stream in the night, and 150 have been 
taken out at a time; the largest weigh- 
ing 30 pounds, and a considerable pro- 
portion from 5 to 10 pounds each, of 
an excellent quality.”’ There are now 
between 30 and 40 buildings of various 
descriptions, mostly of logs, on a gen- 
tle eminence principally on a line from 
N. E. to S. W. 

** As you enter from the N. E. you 

ss the creek, where are the saw mill 
and grist mill, thence you enter a lane, 
on either side of which are the princi- 
pal buildings. Nearly in the centre of 
the row, is the mission house, two sto- 
ry high, having a piazza its whole length, 
with a pleasant court yard im front ; 
connected with it, in the rear, are the 
dining hall and kitchen for the estab- 
lishment. <A few feet to the S. W. is 
a two story frame building, for the fe- 
male school, well finished.’-—* The 
ground on the 8. E. side of the lane is 
divided into a garden, an orchard and 
several other lots neatly fenced, and 
present a pleasant prospect in front of 
the mission house.” 

“ It is worthy of memorable record, 
that our rulers favoured the design” by 
paying the expense of the building, and 
allowing [since 1822] $1200 a year to 
the mission at Brainerd. 

** The property of the mission was 
summarily estimated as follows, in 
May, 1822:— 


ee 


Other buildings 1965 
Mechanical tools 420 
Iron, steel, lumber, &c. 485 

Household. furniture, loom, 
wheels, &c. 2500 
Library and globes 1000 

Medicines, surgical instru- 
ments, &c. 300 
Provisions on hand 1246 
Total $ 17.390 


So it is clear from their own words 
that the Missionary Society [at these 
five stations only] own land to the 
amount of 30,000 acres, and property 
altogether to the amount of nearly 
$100,000; with a nett income, from 
the Indians and the United States of at 
least, $4200: what will all this fine 
land, &c. be worth in 50 years? Per. 
haps one million of dollars! 

But what article of the constitution 
of the United States allows “ our ru- 
lers’’ thus to support religion? a word 
to the wise is sufficient. GLEANER. 





MISSIONS TO INDIA. 


The following extract from a joint com 
munication of the Baptist Missionaries a 
| Calcutta, published in the London Baptist 
|Magazine for Jan. 1828, presents but a 
| gloomy picture of the success of missiona- 





|ry efforts in that part of the world. These 


missionaries appear to be more honest than 
some of their brethren, or we should have 
had a more favourable account. 


“ In directing your attention to our 
several spheres of labour, we regre! 
exceedingly, that, with respect to na- 
tive work, there is much that is calcu- 
lated to discourage and occasion the 
severest grief to our minds. Our creat 
anxiety has been to witness the con- 
version of multitudes to the Son 0 
God, but, hitherto, the pleasure bas 
been denied us. ‘Thousands of per- 
sons have heard the Gospel every wee* 








Improvements of land $1300 ||in our chapels; but for a long time. 
Agricultural implements 550]! (with the exception of a female with 
Live stock 2730} whose piety we are well satisfied, an¢ 
Saw mill and grist mill 4000 || who was baptised in January last,) ne 
School house for girls 1000 || serious enquirers have appeared. Ad¢- 
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ed to this, the conduct of several who 
have professed Christ has, particularly 
of late, given us much sorrow, and con- 
strained us to separate them from the 
church, and suspend them for a time, 
from partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 
Four others also, out of a very small 
number of native members, have been 
removed, in the allotments of Provi- 
dence, to a distance up the country, 
but, we hope, not out of the reach of 
Christian privileges. These things, 
therefore, have contributed greatly to 
lessen the numbers of the native 
church.” 





For the Reformer. 

Right ends and means make wisdom, 
worldly wise is but half witted at its high- 
est praise. Dr. Young. 

Mr. Editor,—Permit me (through 
the medium of your publication) to say 
that | am decidedly a friend to the pro- 
mulgation of the gospel. ‘The idea it- 
self affords me comfort, because, asso- 
ciated with the idea, is the principle, 
and that principle is the source of all 
my happiness here, and my hopes be- 
yond the bounds of time. Can it be 
possible that an individual lives on 
earth, who has ever tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, and felt the powers of 
the world to come, and yet not feel ar- 
dently desirous that others also might 
be made partakers of the same happi- 
ness ? It cannot be. 

“Oh that the world might taste and see 
The riches of his grace.” 
_ From the warm attachment which I 
teel to the pure principles of the gos- 
pel, and of the gospel ministry, I am 
led to be very guarded, lest 1 should 
embrace a counterfeit instead thereof, 
and the nearer the resemblance is, the 
greater is the danger of my being de- 
ceived, 

In the common transactions of hu- 
man life, men are peculiarly tenacious 
in adopting means in order to accom- 
plish the ends which they have in view, 
knowing that if they fail in the one, they 
may despair of the other, but many, alas 
'90 many sincere christians in this our 


_- 





day: are satisfied with the ends propos- 
‘ed by popular religious institutions 
without ever examining the principle 
on which those institutions are found- 
ed, or the means by which they propose 
to accomplish their ends; and for want 
of proper reflection on these subjects, 
they leave themselves liable to imposi- 
tion, and although they may contribute 
to the support of those institutions from 
a pure motive, and consequently “ shall 
in no wise lose their reward,” yet ne- 
vertheless the sum contributed may go 
to support a principle which they them- 
selves detest. What christian mind, 
that is observing and sincere, can view 
the maneeuvring of missionary institu- 
tions and not be convinced that they 
are founded in the “ wisdom of this 
worid, which is foolishness with Ged,” 
and that the purest feelings of the Chris- 
tian’s mind, as well as his property, are 
speculated upon, in order to keep those 
institutions in existence. In the first 
place, their missions (so called) are 
made absolutely to depend on the funds 
of their institutions, for (say they) un- 
less money can be obtained, our mis- 
sionaries cannot go; so that the unavoid- 
able conclusion is, if those mstitutions 
are overthrown there is an end to our 
missionaries. 

There is nothing so essentially im- 
portant for a man who is about to raise 
a superstructure, as that he should ex- 
amine well the foundation on which he 
purposes to build; for notwithstanding 
the building itself may be composed of 
the best materials, and those materials 
united together in the best manner pos- 
sible, and the whole edifice decorated, 
and furnished in the most splendid style 
imaginable; yet if the foundation which 
supports the whole should be unsafe, 
in some fatal and unexpected hour 
while he is priding himself in the gran- 
deur and safety of his building, it may 
fall to the earth one general mass of 
ruin—and who is there to insure that 
he himself will not perish in its destruc- 
tion? But should he escape with his 
life, the very recollection of his house 





forms in kis mind a monument of his 
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folly, for by sad and unhappy experi- 
ence he is led to see that had he in the 
first place examined the foundation, he 
would have avoided the expense and 
trouble in which he has involved him- 
self. 

If this idea be correct with regard 
to a building of comparatively but small 
interest, how much more forcibly will 
it apply to one of vast magnitude and 
importance. But when we extend our 
views beyond the edifices erected for 
the purposes of temporal interest and 
security, to institutions which propose 
for their end the evangelization of the 
world, and the salvation of souls, how 
superlatively important is it that we use 
every proper means in our power to 
examine well their foundation ; lest 
peradventure we be found (through 
mistake) supporting the temporal in- 
terests of those who are most actively 
engaged in erecting those institutions 
instead of promoting the ends which 
they hold out to view. 

It is not sufficient that we have a 
laudable end in view, we must also em- 
ploy right means to accomplish that 
end; for what truth is more fully con- 
firmed in the experience of man, than 
that the greatest evils that have been 
practised on mankind have been effect- 
ed under false pretences. Here I may 
be permitted to ask, how would the in- 
dividual stand in the estimation of eve- 
ry honest man, who as a master builder, 
would attempt the erection of a house 
on a bad foundation merely because the 
individual who was to occupy the house 
was ignorant of the fact, and that his 
own interest was concerned, not in the 
foundation, but in the building of the 
house. Would he not justly be con- 
sidered an unprincipled man? He cer- 
tainly would. A Mernopist. 


( To be continued. ) 





{From the Gospel Advocate. ] 
** The wrath of man shall praise him.” 


We have been highly pleased with the 
perusal of a pamphlet of seventy-three 


pages recently published, entitled “ A 








. ad 
review of the minutes and proceedinss 


of the Presbytery of Buffalo, at their 
special session in that village, Oct. 1. 
1827; for the trial of the Rev. Jabez 
Hyde, [missionary among the Seneca 
Indians,] on charges preferred against 
him by Rev. T. S. Harris [also a} mis. 
sionary among the Seneca Indians,” 


We have been pleased, edified, and 
instructed with the aforesaid pamphlet 
—not because it contains any thing re. 
markably interesting when abstractly 
considered——but because it serves to 
** bring to light’? certain proceedings 
whereof it treats, with which our read- 
ers may not be acquainted. The whole 
brings to mind the anecdote of the zeal- 
ous catholic who was accused of beat. 
ing his wife just before he made his con- 
fession—He did so, that his * better 
half’ might remind him of all the sins 
he had committed within a year! So 
with our Presbyterian missionaries— 
let them get by the ears and they will 
tell more truth in a week, than they 
would, if they should remain peacea- 
ble, in anage. We have neither time, 
room, nor inclination to enter into par- 
ticulars; nor will it be necessary, for 
the whole can be told in a few words. 
The truth appears to be this:—Mr. 
Hyde “ disturbed” the Senecas first, 
and Mr. Harris last, and neither, if we 
may believe both, have done them the 
least good. Harris, being a little ap- 
prehensive that Hyde would obtain some 
of the missionary “ pap,’’ undertook to 
drive him off the ‘ station’’—and he 
has succeeded ! The “ Buffalo Presby- 
tery’’ have settled the matter; and we 
doubt not, they have abused and injur- 
ed the old gentleman,—but if he will 
obstinately adhere to the craft by which 
they “ get their gain,” after al] that has 
befallen him, he “ would not be cen- 
vinced though one should rise from the 
dead.”” We would recommend it te 
all concerned, to cease operations and 
leave the Indians to themselves; for 
we all know that the present missiona- 
ry operations are of no other use than 
to breed disturbance among thein. 
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{From the New York Telescope.]} 

Mr. Editor,—-lf a beggar should 
come into your office with his arm in 
a sling, and in a pitiful tone represent 
to you that he had the misfortune to 
break his arm, that his wife lay sick at 
home, and they had five small children | 
dependent on them for support; and 
should solicit and obtain a trifle; and 
shortly after ‘you should find this man 
at a tavern spending your money for 
zum, and his limbs all sound and in 
good condition ; would you consider 
en a person worthy of your charity ? 
or would you think yourself m the line 
of you duty in bestowing on him a se- 
cond time? I think you answer -no— 
Just such impostors are many of the 
agents of the numerous religious soci- 
eties; they obtain a considerable part 
of the money for bible, tract, and mis- 
sionary societies, by fraud and misre- 
presentation parallel with the above ; 
for they through misrepresentation per- 
suade silly women and others, who are: 
obliged to struggle hard to obtam an 
honest living, that rt is their duty ‘to 
give their hard earnings to these soci- 
ties for the benefit of the ‘ destitute 
poor,’ when in fact, they pocket at 
least one half of the money themselves, 
[and sometimes all for their agency | as 
is evident ‘by testimony of their own 
showing: and these credulous persons 
are “carried away unto these dumb 
idols.” They do not investigate, ‘but 
take every thing for granted, when re- 
presented by these “+ pious” persons. 
Part of their plan frequently shows it- 
self; see the following extract of a let- 
ter published i in the American Sunday 
School Magazine: — There is a strong 
popular feeiing among the large mass 
of the influential people in favour of 
this institution, and if [ do not mistake, 
#n agent frem your board would ac- 
complish a vast deal of good; and I 
am persuaded all his expenses would 
be defrayed for a trifle and that he 
would reahze much funds for the 
board,” and “if you send, please let 
me be apprised of it, that the commit- 


a 


cede him with an appeal to the commu- 
nity,’ or in other words you must not 
approach the people until they have 
been prepared to *‘shell out the cash;”’ 
you must not spring the net till the 
game is sure. MINorITY. 
March 8, 1828. 


[From the Christian Intelligencer. } 
DR. ELY IN TROUBLE. 

The celebrated Ezra Stiles Ely, D. 
D. of Philadelphia, having lately been 
foiled in his anti-republican plans, by 
the patriotic Senate of Pennsylvania, 
has more recently published an octavo 
pamphlet of 32 pages, the object of 
winch appears to be to affect an hon- 
ourabie retreat, and if posstble, to make 
his peace with an offended public. We 
are indebted for a copy of it to the po- 
lite attention of a friend in Exeter, N. 
H. It is entitled, ** The duty of Chris- 
tian Freemen to elect Christian Ru- 
lers: A discourse delivered on the 4th 
of July, 1827, in the 7th Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia, by Ezra Stiles 
Ely, D. D. Pastor of the third Presby- 
terian Church in that City: with an 
appendix, designed to vindicate the lib- 
erty of Christians, and of the American 
Sunday School Union.”’ As its title 
imports the first 14 pages contain a 
new edition of his famous 4th of July 
electioneering sermon, in which he dis- 
closed the intentions of his sect to form 
an amalgamation among certain Iimi- 
tarian denominations, to control our 
popular elections and to take our na- 
tional and state governments into their 
hands.—This is followed by a com- 
plaint against the Senate of Pennsylva- 
nia for having rejected the petition of 
the A. 8.‘S. Union on the ground that 
it was designed to prepare the way for 
the success of Dr. E.’s plans,—con- 
taining also the swstance of the pro- 
cooing? of that body, with the author’s 
strictures upon the same, and sundry 
letters and extracts of letters from 
Gen. Jackson to Dr. Ely, tending to 
show that the General’s opinions so 
far coincide with those of Dr. E. that 








‘ee of which I have spoken may" pre- 





it is *‘the duty of Christian freemen to 
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elect” General J. as our principal 
* Christian ruler.” 

Dr. Ely now finds it politic to.con- 
tend that his celebrated Sermon did 
not advocate a union of Church and 
State; that all he contended for, was, 
that Christians as well as Infidels have 
the liberty to vote fer whom they 
please;—(Let it here be observed that 
he admits none to be christians but such 
as belong to a few orthodox sects, and 
brands with the name “ Infidel’’ all 
who cannot subscribe to what they 
agree to call fundamentals,)—that in 
the exercise of this right, he recom- 
mended to the orthodox sects to or- 
ganize a “ Christian party in politics” 
for the purpose of “ controlling every 
election in the country,” of voting for 
no citizen for any office who refuses to 
join his * party”’ and of excluding from 
al! office high and low, every man who 
is not ‘* orthodox in his faith.””, Now 
it is true—very true,—that in all this 
there are not the words * Union of 
Church and State ;”’ but who will say 
that his recommendations were not cal- 
culated to effect what amounts to such 
an union? Let his advice be follow- 
ed,—let his plan be consummated,— 
let his new christian (orthodox) party 
be drilled and disciplined, and obtain 
the control of all our ballot boxes, and 
what would be the result? Why, ac- 
cording to Dr. E.’s own statements, 
the patronage of the government would 
be exclusively confined to the ortho- 
dox; no man could be permitted to lift 
up his voice in the councils of the states 
and nation—none could take even the 
smallest part in enacting laws, assess- 
ing taxes or expending money, who 
was not “ orthodox in his faith.” All 
liberal christians—in short all other 
citizens must become the oppressed 
subjects of this cruel, this exclusive, 
this intolerant hierarchy. Is this not 
in fact a Union of Church and State ? 
Is it not in other words, a Religious 
Establishment, and that too of the 
worst kind ’—worst, because while we 
pretend to live under a republican go- 
vernment, we are in fact to be in a 
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more pitiable condition than the ene. 
mies of the Religious Establishmen: 
are in England; for even there the op- 
ponents of the existing government aye 
allowed to take seats in the Levis. 
tive Councils and to hold almost an} 
executive appointments. 

It is in vain—utterly in vain for Dry. 
E. now he is beaten, to come out wit) 
his whining cant and pretend that he 
has not advocated a Union of Church 
and State. He has practically, done 
it; and his denying the fact is by no 
means creditable to him on the score 
of honesty. Let him not have met the 
rebukes of an insulted public,—let him 
have succeeded in his petitions to the 
Pennsylvania Legislature, and think 
you, he would then have held such lan- 
guage as he now holds! No. * Give 
him an inch and he would take an ell.” 
He would never commence a retreat 
as long as he was in the high road of 
successful experiment. The language 
which he now holds is forced from hin 
by a desire to escape the condemna- 
tion of the American public, and the 
hope of being permitted, unsuspected, 
to begin again, by other and more art- 
ful means, the consummation of his ir- 
religious and anti-republican designs. 

Dr. Ely thinks it very strange that 
his christian, orthodox party are not to 
have the liberty of voting for their own 
members for President, &c. and of ex- 
cluding Unitarians, Universalists, &c. 
&c. from office! It is indeed strange 
that one set of men in this free coun- 
try cannot be allowed the liberty to de- 
prive all the rest of their rights and 
liberties. ‘* Tell about this bemg 4 
free country ?”’ said a newly imported 
trishman—* Why one man has not 
even the liberty of knocking another 
down and killing him! Strange land of 
liberty this.” ‘That men have a right 
to vote for whom they please, there 1s 
no doubt; but they have not, according 
to the genius of our Constitution, the 
right to organize themselves for the 
purpose of oppressing others and de- 
priving them of their rights. And any 
man, who, either in religion or politics, 
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will not be tolerant towards other sects 
and parties, who is not willing that they 
should have their proportionate share 
of representation in the government of 
the republic, but would exclude the 
meritorious members among his oppo- 
nents from all offices of trust,—does in 
truth do violence to the very spirit of 
our institutions, and is undeserving the 
name of a republican. ‘This country 
is a free one, and every interest, every 
sect and every party has or ought to 
have the right of being heard in the 
administration of the government in 
which they, as much as others, are 
deeply concerned. But let a great re- 
ligious aristocracy be built up with in- 
fluence enough to monopolize all the 
patronage of the government, exclu- 
ding and oppressing all who have too 
much democracy, too much honesty, 
to join their unholy alliance, and what 
candid man will say, as Dr. Ely says, 
that it would not * infringe in the least 
upon the charter of our civil liberties ?”’ 





Extracts from a late communication in 
the Boston Recorder, headed, 
“ PRAYER FOR RULERS.” 

“Permit me to bring before your 
readers the propriety of praying for our 
Rulers, in every department; that they 
may become truly pious, and that pi- 
ous men may be elected to rule over 
us. It seems to me that christians in 
general have not given this subject that 
prominence in their thoughts and 
prayers, which it ought to possess. 

“ What if all the Rulers in our land 
should become pious ? What an im- 
pulse would be given to the interests of 
the church! Is not this thing not only 
desirable and important, but is it not a 
matter of promise, that rulers shall be- 
come nursing parents to the church ? 
lam fully aware of the delicacy of the 
subject, when I inquire, if christians 
have not an important duty to perform 
in regard to the election of rulers ?— 
While the utmost prudence should be 
used, ought not religious men to exert 
® more direct and uniform, and shall I 
fot say systematic influence, to pro- 








mote the election of religious men.— 
But especially ought not this to be 
made a subject of more frequent and 
fervent prayer ? 

“If it then be a most important du- 
ty to pray for rulers, is it not a duty 
also, in a country like our own, to pray 
earnestly in reference to such a choice ? 
And will not the general principle hold 
good here, as well as elsewhere, that 
prayer and corresponding effort should 
be united ?”’ 


Such religious men, as Dr. Ely and 
some of his brethren would elect, would 
be more to be dreaded than men who 
had never heard the name of religion. 
It should not be forgotten that persons 
in this country have been imprisoned, 
publicly whipped, and hung by such 
religious rulers in their zeal to be 
“ nursing parents to the church.” 





PULPIT AFFECTATION. 


** There is in some ministers such an 
irresistable desire to appear pretty in 
the pulpit, that we cannot but think 
they commit more sin in one day, when 
pretending to do God’s service, than 
their whole people have perpetrated 
through the week. ‘Their whole ef- 
forts are made in the desk, to inspire 
into the people an idea that they are 
eloquent, pathetic preachers, and of 
course, they cannot have much zeal for 
instilling piety into their minds, or feel 
much true devotion to the Almighty, in 
whose service they pretend to be en- 
gaged. 

‘** These remarks are meant to ap- 
ply generally to the rising class of 
preachers, who despise plain speaking, 
that carries conviction with truth. A 
man who has the truth, is only anxious 
to make it understood ; he does not 
strive to awaken any feelings that do 
not rise imperatively in the course of 
his sermon, and more than all, he scorns 
to put on the theatrical trick of chang- 
ing his look, or voice, except as he can- 
not help doing, when he feels the force 
of the sentiments he utters.””—[ Boston 


Paper. 
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[From the Boston City Watchman. ] 


“ Will a man rob God?” Malachi, viii. 8. 

There is to me an inconsistency, as 
to the management of some meeting- 
houses in New England, at the present 
time:—T'irst they lay the corner stone 
in masonic form or some other form. 
Next the house is finished and called} 








—————————SS 
songs from the redeemed—the first 
sound which strikes my ear, is from the 
bass-viol in the gallery, with the tenor 
viol, flute, clarionet, and perhaps bas. 
soon. With all this, unite a number of 
young people, male and female, not o; 
the church; these worship God, pot 
professing to have the spirit of worship, 
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a Chapel, or Church, or some other 
name. Next it is said to be dedica- 
ted,—that is, solemnly appropriated, | 
or given to God, and called his holy) 
house, sanctuary, or temple. After all: 
this is done, the house of God is sold | 
at auction, in smail parts, to the high- 
est bidders, and then these other own- 
ers are taxed, and pay a large interest 
on their own property, or their pew is 
sold again at auction to the hichest, 
bidder, and yet it is said to be God's, 
house. In addition to this, a lightning | 
rod is placed to prevent the Lord from | 
burning his own house if it is his plea-, 
sure. 

The publ papers te!l us that one of 
these buildings in South Boston is to be 





sold, and that it may be made into pri- 
vate dwelling houses. 

Allowing ail the above things to be 
true; is their any unpropriety in dsk-| 





ing the question (c¢y" * Will a man rob: 
God?’ Are all these consistent with 
truth ? % 
[From the same} 
“Tet the word of Christ dwell in vou rich- 





ly, in all wisdom ; teaching and admonish-| 
ing one another in psalms and hymns and, 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.”—Col. in. 16. 

Here is the plain retional direction 
of Paul, as to singing, in meetines of 
ancient Christians, and it Is as differ- 
‘ent from instrumental worship, as new 
light is from old darkness. Compare 
this with the present practice in Boston 
among those who consider themselves 
spiritual worshippers, beyond many 
other denominations. 

On the first day of the week, the 
minister says—** Let us praise God, or 
worship him by singing a hymn;”* which 








he first reads over. Instead of hearing 


This is called worshipping God in spir. 
it. ‘The minister is hired by the year to 
pray and preach and one to sing. One 
female is hired in one place (it is said) 
to sing at $100 per year. One leader 
for $200 per year. I have heard of 
$600 per year given to learn the young 
people to worship in this manner. 

Once a year, the singers and players 
on instruments must go to Deer Island 
to have a Chowder and Dance. ‘The 
same worshippers, the same instru. 
ments, or some of them go,—and the 
instruments, and those who use them, 
answer in the worship or dance. Does 
this look like New ‘Testament worship? 
Judge ye. 

{From a Correspondent. } 
HONESTY OF A TURK. 

There has been much said against 
the ‘Turks,—in their national charac- 
ter, they are perhaps, more debased 
and cruel than what we term savages, 
on this continent. But my mind en 
tertains not a doubt but that there are 
individuals, and even neighbourhoods 
among them, who, in point of morali- 
ty. are not surpassed by many in this 


boasted land of religion and moral- 


ity. A circumstance was told me some 
vears ago. nearly as follows: A Turk, 
m the suburbs of Constantinople, pur- 
chesed a lot of ground of another Turk, 
and in digging to lay a foundation for 
his intended house—uncovered a pot 
of money. The man immediately had 1t 
carried to the person of whom he bought 
the lot, saying, I paid you for the ground, 
but not for the pot—it is yours !-—Not 
so! said the other; when I sold you 
the lot, I sold it from the surface to the 
centre of the earth, and all that was 
upon and under it—it is yours! They 


cquid not agree with respect to the 











THE REFORMER. 


75 





_-.—— 


= —S=_=—_—= 





== = 
right owner, and the matter was refer- 


red to the Chief Cadi, who appointed a 
time to hear and adjudge the cause.— 
The Cadi who was in habits of intima- 
ey with the English ambassador, invit- 
ed him to attend, (what to him, would 
be) a curious trial. The parties were 
summoned, and they soon appeared 
with the disputed article, both sides 
having been heard. The Cadi turned 
to the ambassador and asked him what 
would be the decision in such a case 
by a judge in England—Please your 
Excellency, said the ambassador, such 
a case never did, nor never will happen 
there! See, said the Cadi, the differ- 
ence between the Turks and the chris- 
tians. By the motion of the Cadi’s 
hand, the pot was emptied on the table 
and brushed into two heaps, when each 
party taking up his heap, retired, amidst 
the smiles of the court and the specta- 
tors. 

The following extract is from a re- 
cently published letter of the late Tho- 
mas Jefferson. written at Paris, in 1785, 
to his nephew, at the College of Wil- 
liamsburgh, Va. It is worthy the at- 
tention of every youth in our country. 

[New York Telescope. 

* When your mind shall be well in- 
formed with science, nothing will be 
necessary to place you in the highest 
point of view, but to pursue the inter- 
ests of your country, of your friends, 
and yourself, with the purest integrity, 
the most chaste honour. The defect 
of these virtues can never be made up 
by all the other acquirements of body 
and mind. Make these, then, your 
first object. Give up money, give up 
fame, give up science, give the earth 
and all it retains, rather than do an 
ummoral act. And never suppos?, that 
in any possible situation, or under any 
circumstances, that it is best for you 
todo a dishonorable thing, however 
slightly it may appear to you. When- 
ever you are about to do any thing, 
though it can never be known but to 
yourself, ask yourself how you would 





you, and act accordingly. Encourage 
all your virtuous dispositions, and ex- 
ercise them whenever an opportunity 
arises; being assured that they will gain 
strength by exercise, as a limb of the 
body dees, and that exercise will ren- 
der them habitual. From the practice 
of the purest virtue, you may be assur- 
ed yeu will derive the most sublime 
comforts, in every moment of life and 
in the moment of death. if ever you 
find yourself environed with difficulties 
and perplexing circumstances, out of 
whichyou are at a loss how to extri- 
cate yourself, do what is mght, and be 
assured that that will extricate you the 
best, out of the worst situations. Al- 
though you cannot see, when you take 
one step, what will be the next, yet go 
on; follow truth, justice, and plain deal- 
ing, and never fear their leading you 
out of the labyrinth, the easiest man- 
ner possible. ‘The knot which you 
thoucht Gordian, will untie itself be- 
fore you. Nothing is so mistaken as 
the supposition that a person is to ex- 
tricate himself from a difficulty by in- 
trigue, by dissimulation, by an untruth, 
by an injustice. This increases the 
difficulty tenfold; and they who pursue 
these methods get themselves so involv- 
ed at length, that they can turn no way 
but their infamy becomes more and 
more exposed. It is of great impor- 
tance to set a resolution not to be sha- 
ken, never to tell an untruth. There is 
no vice so mean, so pitiful, so contemp- 
tible; and he who permits himself to 
tell a lie once, will find it easier a ‘se- 
cond and a third time. At length it 
becomes habitual: he tells lies without 
attending to them. ‘This falsehood of 
the tongue leads to that of the heart, 
and in time, depraves all its good dis- 
positions.” 

PERSECUTION OF THE BAP: 

TISTS IN VIRGINIA. 

Mr. Editor—The following is an ex- 
tract of a letter written by John Wal- 
ler, one of the most successful gospel 
ministers of the last century. It was 








act were the whole world looking at 


addressed to a Christian friend, during 





eee, eo 


es ee ee 


le me 
ee. sed 
= 


— 


” - * i= 


4 


, 
4 
’ dan) 
g a 
- st - 
: 


me") 


~~ 


- S Pe 


a 


wit? 


‘ 
r 


Ne 


a 
we 


Clo ee 


Te 


— ae 


7". 


- 


4. 


<z, 


76 


THE REFORMER. 








the reign of persecution against the 
Baptists in Virginia, and whilst closely 
confined in the county of Middlesex, 
for proclaiming to perishing sinners the 
way of salvation. This servant of Ged 
wus himself, before his conversion, a 
violent opposer of the truth, but when 
changed, became one of its most fear- 
less defenders. He was several times 
imprisoned, and when this letter was 
written, remained with his associates 
thirty days in close confinement—Re- 


ligious Herald. 


‘*‘ Urbanna Prison, Middleser coun- 
ty, | Va.] August 12, 1771. 


** Dear Brother in the Lord—Ata 
meeting which was held at brother 
M’Cain’s in this county, last Saturday, 
wiilst brother Wm. Webber was ad- 
dressing the congregation froin James 
1.18, there came running towards him 
in a most furious rage, captain James 
Montague, a magistrate of the county, 
foilowed by the Priest of the parish, 
and several others who seemed vreat- 
ly exasperated. ‘The magistrate and 
another took hold of brother Webber, 


and, dragging him from the stage, de-' 


livered him, with brethren Waflord, 
Robert Ware, 
James Greenwood and myself into 
custody, and commanding that we 
should be brought before him for trial. 
Brother Wafford was severely scour- 
ged, and Br. Henry Street received 
one lash from one of the persecutors, 
who was prevented from proceeding 
to farther violence by his companions. 
To be short, | may inform you that we 
were carried before the above mention- 
ed magistrate, who, with the parsoa and 
some others, carried us one by one, in- 


to a room, and examined our pockets | 
and wallets for fire arms, &c. charging | 


us with carrying on a mutiny against 
the authority of the land. Finding 
none, we were asked if we had license 
to preach in this county, and learmng 
we had not, it was required of us to 
give bond and security not to preach 
any more in the county, which we mo- 
destly refused to do, whereupon, afier 


—_——— 


dismissing brother Wafford, with , 
charge to make his escape out of the 
county by twelve o'clock the next day. 
on pain of imprisonment, and dismis. 
sing brother Faulkner, the rest of ys 
were delivered to the sheriff, and sen; 
to close jail, with a charge not to allow 
us to walk in the air until court day. 
Blessed be God, the sheriff and jailer 
have treated us with as much kindness 
as could have been expected from 
strangers—miay the Lord reward them 
for it. 

Yesterday we had a large number of 
people to hear us preach, and among 
others many of the great ones of the 
land, who behaved well while one of us 
discoursed on the new birth. We find 
the Lord gracious and kind to us be- 
yon! expression, in our afflictions. We 
cannot tell how long we shal! be kept 
in bonds, we therefore beseech, dear 
brother, that you and the church sup- 
plicate night and day for us, our bene- 
factors, and our persecutors. 

1 have also to inform you that six of 
our brethren are confined in Caroline 
jail, viz. brethren Lewis Craig, John 
Burriss, John Young, Edward Hern- 
don, James Goodrick, and Bartholo- 





Richard Faulkner, | 





mew Cheming. The most dreadful 
'threatenings are raised in the neigli- 
| bouring counties against the Lord’s 
 frithful and humble followers. Excuse 


‘haste. Adieu. JOHN WALLER.” 


{ 
| 


| { How different is the state of religion 
|now amongst the Baptists from what 
‘it was at the time this letter was writ- 
ten; and under what different circum- 
stances are Baptist preachers now pla- 


ced. It was the Episcopalians that 
| persecuted the Baptists at that time in 
Virginia. The Episcopal Church was 
then the established religion in Vir- 
ginia, and church parsons had a tract 
of 800 acres of land, a parsonage 
house, and 16,000 pounds of tobacco 
per annum, provided for them by law 
for watching over the souls of the peo- 
ple. Never did religion fall into more 
rapid decay than under such ample 


‘provision for its support; and the best 
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thing ever done by the Legislature of 
Virginia for the interests of Christian- 
ity, was the abrogation of the law in 
favour of Priestcraft, and the passage 
of an act for selling the glebes of land 
and stopping the payment of the 16000 
pounds of tobacco per annum to the 
church parsons. And if our Legisla- 
tures now, instead of listening to peti- 
tions for enforcing the observance of 
the Sabbath, granting acts of incorpo- 
rations to the priestly schemes of the 
day, and yielding their judgment to 
clerical intrigue, were to pass a law 
that no priest should receive wages for 
preaching, it would be far more bene- 
ficial to the interests of true Christian- 
ity, and would rid the world of thou- 
sands of false prophets, who now prey 
on the hard earnings of the people, 
and are only an injury to society. ] 





A GENERAL SABBATH SOCIE- 
TY PROPOSED. 


[From the Boston Recorder. | 


“ A correspondent of the New York 
Observer proposes a General Society, 
with a view to combine the counsels 
and efforts of all good men, to pro- 
mote a better observance of the Sab- 
bath. He thinks the present is a fa- 
vourable time to originate such a so- 
ciety, and that the movements in the 
Western District of that siate are the 
commencement of it.” 


[From the same.] 


“ More Sabbath Measures.—A wri- 
ter in the ** Albany Antidote,”’ appro- 
ving the measures already taken to pro- 
mote the sanctification of the Sabbath 
in that state, suggests others in addi- 
tion. He would propose, that the cor- 
responding committees in the princi- 
pal places from Buffalo to Albany, 
make arrangements for sending two 
commissioners to attend the meetings 
of every Synod, Presbytery, Classis, 
Association and Consociation, that 
shall be held during the present year, 
and get each member, individually. to 
sign an engagement to undertake, him- 
self, immediately after his return heine, 
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or get others to procure as many sub- 
scribers as possible in his own congre- 
gation, and among other persons, to an 
engagement to ‘ give the PREFERENCE, 
in their business and travelling, to such 
canal boats, stages, steam boats, and 
hackney coaches, as shall not run on 
the Sabbath ;’ and to make returns of 
the number of such subscribers on the 
first day of every month, to the nearest 
corresponding committee: that a re- 
cord of these returns be kept.” 


[ From the Connecticut Observer. | 

“THe Sapsatu. By the extracts 
in this number, from the Rochester 
Observer, it will be seen that the 
friends of the Sabbath, at the West, 
are no wise intimidated or dishearten- 
ed by the opposition attempted against 
their measures. ‘There is a boldness 
in planning, and a vigor and firmness 
in executing, among the christians of 
that region, which we wish were trans- 
planted to this, and every part of our 
country. They go about their schemes 
with the straight forward air of a man 
of business, and with a determination 
that nothing shall divert or turn them 
back. This resolution is itself more 
than half executed. It strikes dismay 
into opposers, and causes the timid and 
the wavering to feel strong and fear- 
less. ‘The moral power. of christians 
in union 1s better appreciated, there, 
we believe, that in any other part of 
the land. At any rate, it is a force 
which they apply with much skill and 
boldness and efficacy.” 


[From a late number of the Boston 
Recorder. | 
“Tie Sarsatu.—A meeting of 
gentlemen at Utica, has approved the 
proposal for establishing a National 
Society to promote the sanctification 
of the Sabbath; and has appointed a 
committee of correspondence on the 
subject, consisting of thirteen persons. 
Canal boats on the Erie canal, begin 
to be advertised to run day and night, 
Sabbuth days excepted.” 


The Presbyterians having failed in 
their attempts to get the Legislature of 
























































v 


* 
1 
f 


’ 
* 
, 


. La 

od ~*~ a 

. ee 
- 


+". * 


an * 


rio Sei wef 


~~& 1 


* 
on 





























| a THE REFORMER. 





— = 








New York to enact laws more rigidly 
to enforce the observance of the Sab- 
bath, are now resorting to other means 
for the accomplishment of their pur- 
pose. If the Presbyterian clergy are 
sincere in their zeal respecting the 
Sabbath, why do they take pay for 
their,own services on thatdav? Like 
the hypocritical Pharisees, they lay 
burdens on other mens’ shoulders’ that 
they themselves will not move with one 
of their fingers. Like the Pharisees 
too, “all their works they do, for to 
be seen of men,” and to acquire pow- 
er and ascendency over the people. 
They themselves know, as well as eve- 
ry one acquainted with their character, 
that they care no more about the Sab- 
bath nor about christianity, only so far 
as it promotes their interest, than they 
do about the pagodas of India. Their 
violation of the command of Christ by 
preaching for hire is’ an evidence of 
this. ‘To conclude, if you see a man 
in this day clamorous and full of zeal 
about the Sabbath, you will see a man 
that has as much religion as the Scribes 
and Pharisees who made such an ado 
about Christ and the Apostles not 
keeping the Sabbath. 





For the Reformer. 
' Communicated from the State of N. York.) 


In your last number I read some re- 
marks on the plan and efforts of the 
clergy, to enforce the observance of 
the first dav of the week—viz. by dri- 
ving the people to sign papers and use 
their influence to encourage a set of 
contractors, proprietors, &c. of stages, 


eanal boats, &c. who should not run/ 


on that cay. 

The clergy and their followers ha- 
ving failed in their project of getting 
Sunday laws at the hands of the Legis- 
lature of this state, appear to have un- 
dertaken this new scheme to fasten 
their authority on the community, (and 
get gain to boot;) and though baffled 
i their attempts on the state powers,* 





* If the Clergy could once enter a Sun- 
day law-wedge into the constitution of a 
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they have partially succeeded in enlist. 
ing the power of the corporation of the 
city of Albany—as will be seen from , 
short extract or two from the report of 
a committee of that body.— Nothin, 
is plainer,” say they, “than that the 
existence of christianity itself depends 
on the preservation of the Sabbath. 
*** mankind, if wholly engrossed }; 
secular concerns, would find little timp 
or inclination for the duties of religion, 
*** they would soon forget their de. 
pendance on their Creator, and yt). 
mately degenerate into superstition, 
idolatry or atheism. *** No religion 
'has ever been kept up—none can be 
kept up, without consecrating to its 
duties, at stated periods, a portion of 
time.’ These sentiments, and almost 
the very words, are repetitions of the 
Rochester report which they borrow. 
ed from others. 

The religion of the people, indeed, 
like that of the Turks, requires the arm 
| of power to keep it up. ** In William 
Pitt’s time, at the commencement of 
the French war, it was urged as the 
strongest argument in favour of the 
war, that the people were to defend 
their holy religion, &c. as if a political 
enemy could run away with it, as they 
could with forage for their horses.” 
Our clergy, in effect say, ‘ abolish the 
Sabbath, and religion will be abolish- 
ed.” Why? Because their religion is 
a thing that can be seen, (at least eve- 
ry Sunday,) as represented by the pic- 
ture in front of * Dr.’? Gardiner 
Spring’s Sunday or Sabbath Tract, 
No. 37. The bells ring, the people 
parade to the churches. and sounds of 
“« divine service are performed.” “ Blot 
out the Sabbath,” says this D. D. “and 
you blot out the last beam of hope from 
the troubled and desponding heart.— 
Blot out the Sabbath, and no longer 
will the salutary lessons of the bible, 
lead ungodly men to repentance and 


State or of the United States, they would 
soon proceed to contrive laws to compel 
men to come to their churches, to heat 
| their old sermons, and make them pay W¢ 


| for what they call the privilege. 
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aalvation—No longer will the silver; 


charm of the Gospel proclaim hberty 
#**—No longer will the voice of sup- 
lication ascend from this ruined 
world, to draw irom heaven the bles- 
sings now so munificently imparted by 
the hearer of prayer—No longer will 
the spirit of truth and grace dwell 
among men ***—No longer will the 
temples of the Most High, allure the 
heavy laden sinner to the mercy-seat— 
No longer will ordinances quicken *** 
—No; blot out the Sabbath, and dark- 
ness will cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people—Sin will reign, 
Satan will walk through the earth *** 
and death and hell will follow in his 
train—Blot out the Sabbath, and in 
ne mighty crowd of pilgrims, this 
world’s population would march qui- 
etly on to the gulph of remediless ru- 
in.’ I add—and no longer should 
“ Dr.’ Spring and his colleagues live 
like Nabobs on the hire paid them year 
by year, vulgarly called salaries. Blot 
out salaries and the religion of the day 
may make room for the religion of the 
‘heart, soul, and mind.” 
in the same tract he says, “ It is im- 
possible human laws should bind men 
to be religious ***—But it 1s no im- 
possible thing to suppress the open vi- 
olation of the Sabbath ***—You say 
it would be an infringement on the 
nghts of conscience and personal lib- 
erty! ***-As well might you affirm tt 
to be an infringement of the (same) 
rights, to impose a legal restraint upon 
fraud and forgery ***—Nay more, | 
seriously doubt, whether the violation 
of the Sabbath is not vastly more inju- 
nous to the community, than any act 
of fraud which you can mention.* The 





* An act of fraud or forgery, with this 
Divine, appears to be less criminal than 
taking a social visit on the Sabbath Day, 
(see tract page 13.)—-Now, the Sabatari- 
an by the catechism itself, is allowed to 
perform ‘facts of mercy and necessity,” 
such as visiting the sick, &c. kindling a 


fire, &c. (going or sending to market be- 


fore 9 o’clock,) &c. &c. Now has not the 
Doctor given some liberty of conscicnce 
to bis followers to exercise their propen- 











ground on which the Sabbath claims 
the protection of human laws, is sim- 
ply the ground on which any other in- 
stitution claims that protection; and 
that is, it is an ordinance of God, and 
indispensable to the well being of the 
state. *** God will bless the Sabbath 
to those who observe it, and he will 
curse all other time to those who pro- 
fane it.’ Such is the language and 
such the doctrines which are contaih- 
ed in the tracts, addresses, sermons, 
and manuals of the clergy. fam truly 
astonished at the irreverence shown by 
these men, in the familiar way they 
mention the Great Namr and attri- 
butes of Deity. HE will, say they, 
do soand so. {[ could multiply instan- 
ces were it necessary.—Several years 
ago, I attended a meeting where the 
pulpit orator had the name so frequent- 
ly on his tongue, that he repeated the 
monosyllable three times before he 
could collect or invent his next para- 
graph——-and, behold it was common- 
place—of no account. H. |. 


CLERICAL DESIGNS. 
[From the Evangelical Magazine.} 

* As cause of sorrow and regret 
(and even of alarm) we see a set of 
aspiring ecclesiastics aiming a fatal 
blow at the religious liberties of our 
favoured country, endeavouring to de- 
molish the fair temple of freedom, and 
erect on its ruins a spiritual hierarchy, 
an ecclesiastical domination as intole- 
rant as the See of Rome. The numer- 
ous societies already in existence, and 
constantly forming, with the appella- 
tion of NATIONAL, Which are draining 
the country of its wealth and hoarding 
it up in their immense treasures, are 
so many portentious harbingers, not 
to be mistaken in their import, of a 
grand effort, when their wealth and 
influence are sufficient, to establish a 





Sity to overreach, prevaricate, or do things 
not strictly honest? Indeed, they (to my 
certain knowledge) have taken into and 
retain in their communion or fellowship, 
men who are notorious bankrupts, swind- 
lers and lottery mongers. 
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National Religion, and an wquisitori- 
al tribunal, to the fiery ordeai of which 
all heretics and dissenters must sub- 
mit.”’ 

, Extract.—Believe me, the world is 
a mighty pleasant creature, only do 
not, as | said before, expect too much 
from it. Hone nothing from the world 
in the hour of sorrow. Hope little even 
from friends; try them not too much 
—it is painful to find them wanting. 
Trust only in the world which is not 
now, but which must come to all, whe- 
ther they will or not. Look at the 


great word written over the portal of 


death—Eternity—and seek your com- 
fort there.—-Christian Advocate. 





Means employed by the Methodists 
for raising money for missionary pur- 
poses. 

[For the Retormer. ] 

Mr. Editor,—On Sunday forenoon, 
April 6th, it was given out from the 
pulpit at the Methodist meeting in 4th 
street, commonly called the Academy, 
that a missionary sermon would be de- 
livered in St. George’s Methodist meet- 
ing house, the following Monday even- 
ing, and that tickets of admission might 
be had at about a dozen different pla- 
ces named, price of each ticket twenty- 
five cents. ‘Two Indian chiefs were to 
be present, who had been converted 
through the missionaries, and who 
would address the audience on the oc- 
easion. This no doubt, would excite 
the curiosity of great numbers, and in- 
duce them to purchase the tickets, and 
most probably was intended for that 
purpose. Besides the sale of tickets 
for admission, a collection was also to 
be taken up, all to aid the cause of mis- 
sions to the Indians. [am told that 
tickets of admission were sold to the 
amount of about 50 dollars, and that 
the collection amounted to about 100 
dollars more. Now how the Methodist 


society, at the time their Annual Con- | 


ference was sitting in this city, could 
so devrade themselves and the gospel 


. . ~~ 
a missionary sermon, and then demand 


a collection of the people besides, is 
surprising. If by such conduct they do 
not ruin more Indians than they say. 
and injure the cause of christianiy, 
more than they promote its interes: 
I shall be much mistaken. I do not re. 
collect ever before to have heard of 
selling tickets to be admitted to hear 
missionary discourse, as managers of 
theatres sell tickets to hear plays. By 
it is not sufficient it seems to pay fora 
ticket of admission, but the simple peo. 
ple must contribute besides. ** O tem. 
pora ! O mores !”’ or in plain English, 
** O the times and the manners.”’ R. W. 








ROME. 

An American at Rome, in a letter dated 
Jan. 23, 1828, writes. 

**Rome is at this moment enlivened by 

the presence of several hundred English. 
men, and by the amusements of twelve or 
fourteen theatres, which are only allowed 
to be open during the Carnival, [the feast 
held before Lent] and the month which 
precedes it. The activity for the diffusion 
of the Catholic religion seems to be by no 
means diminishing in this capital of the 
Roman Church. Representatives from the 
Catholic branches of the Greek, Armeni- 
an, and Syriac Churches, and from most 
nations of the world, are continually re- 
tained at the College of the Propaganda, 
and more than twenty languages are said 
to be spoken within its walls.” 
New Contributors—The Treasurer of the 
Connecticut Bible Society acknowledges 
the receipt of 25 dollars 68 cents “ from 
sundry prisoners in the State Prison at 
Weathersfield.”’ 

Proposals have been issued for publish: 
ing in the village of Rochester, Monroe 
County, New York, a new series of the 
work originally entitled “ Pars Trvrs.” 
It is proposed to issue the first number as 
‘soon as the first of May, at one dollara 
| year payable in advance. Letters to be ad- 
| dressed to the ‘* Editors of Plain Truth, 
‘or to Marshall & Dean, by whom it will 
| be printed for the proprietors. 
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The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be : 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 


Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 





by selling tickets of admission to hear 








| Proprietor and principal Editor,No. 29°, North 


supplied from the commencement of the work. 








